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The 2019-2020 Code of Conduct& Student/Parent Handbook is published by
The Lowndes County Board of Education
1592 Norman Drive
Valdosta, GA 31601
This publication can be printed or viewed from our website: www.lowndes.k12.ga.usand is current
as of July 1, 2019. Updates may occur during the school year due to changes in state or local board
policies and/or state laws. Updates will be posted online, and parents will be notified.

The updated, online version will supercede the printed v ersion.
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OnelLowndes

WHERE EVERYONE FINDS THEIR FUTURE.

Mascot: Viking

Colors: Crimson and White

Elementary Schools

Clyattville Elementary
Dewar Elementary
Hahira Elementary

Lake Park Elementary

Moulton -Branch Elementary

Pine Grove Elementary

Westside Elementary

Middle Schools
Hahira Middle

Lowndes Middle
Pine Grove Middle

High School

Lowndes High School
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Superintendent 6s Wel come

Dear Students and Parents,

On behalf of the Lowndes County School Board and each of our
employees, | want to welcome our students to LowndesCounty
Schools. Your enrollment as

a Viking has established you as part of a tradition of excellence. |
challenge you

to devote your best efforts towards gaining a quality education and
to get involved in at least one of the many schootsponsored
extracurricular activities available to you.

The policies and procedures contained in this handbook are designed to establish a
positive learning environment and to help acquaint you with your school. This
information has been carefully prepared to help you become an active participant in
your school. Read it carefully and retain it for future reference.

Parents, thank you for entrusting your child to our faculty, staff, and administrators.
We are truly honored to have the opportunity to work with your ¢ hild. Our staff is
charged with the responsibility of assisting students in reaching their highest possible
educational goals. lItis a privilege we do not take lightly.

If a concern arises regarding your child, please do not hesitate to contact yourch | d 6 s
teacher, guidance counselor, or principal. | encourage you to communicate with your

chil dés teacher an d-teacber qorderences; Ragerat Teachérn par ent
Organizations, booster clubs, and other constructive roles as we work together to

provide the best educational opportunity for each of our students.

The Student/Parent Handbook and Code of Conduct contains information to help

familiarize you with our school system. Please read and review this handbook

completely. Ask questionsofyour chi |l dé6s teacher or principal i f
you. Il n addition, please sign the acknowl edgeme
teacher within ten days. | hope you find this handbook and code of conduct both

informative and helpful.

| look forward to a great school year and hope 20182019 will be your child's best year
yet.

Sincerely,

ATt

Wes Taylor
Superintendent
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STATEMENT OF AUTHORITY
OF THE PRINCIPAL

The principal is the designated leader of the
school and, along with the staff, is responsible
for its orderly operation. In the case of
discipline violations not covered by prescribed
disposition in this handbook, the principal may
enact corrective measures that are inthe best
interest of the school and the student(s)
involved.

Any student or potential student whose presence
would pose a danger to the people or the property
at a school may be refused admittance or removed
from class pending tribunal action by the

superintendent, the superintendent's designee, or a
school administrator.

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT
(BOARD POLICY JCDA)

It is the desire of Lowndes County Schools that all
students should have evey possible opportunity
to take advantage of instructional programs that
will allow them access to the best possible
education. Any distractions from a favorable
teaching and learning environment lessens this
opportunity. Students are expected to adhere to
standards of behavior that will facilitate a positive
learning environment for themselves and other
students and to respect each other, school district
employees, and school property. They are also
expected to comply with student behavior policies
adopted by the board of education and to obey
student behavior rules established by individual
schools.

Parent involvement is the most desireable avenue
for correcting behavioral problems and will be
used when possible. Parent conferences may be
used in conjunction with other forms of

discipline. Parents shall be involved in periodic
revisions of the Code of Student Conduct.
Further, the General Assembly of Georgia
requires this code of conduct include language
encouraging parents and guardiansto inform
their children of the consequences, including
potential criminal penalties for underage sexual
conduct and other crimes for which a minor can
be tried as an adult. Parents/guardians should
familiarize themselves with the provisions of the
policy and discuss them with their children.

This Code of Student Conduct shall be available to
each student and parent in the district, including
newly-enrolled students. Parents should sign an
acknowledgement of the receipt of the code. This
code shall beavailable online, and any updates
will be posted online as soon as approved. A a
printed copy will be provided at the beginning of
each school year and thereafter upon request.
Any online changes supercede printed copies.

Federal and state laws and egulations that are in
conflict with this code or its application shall take
precedence.

The rules listed in this policy apply to all Lowndes
County Schools. The dispositions listed are
recommended maximums. This is not all-
inclusive, and a student committing an act of
misconduct not covered by this policy will be
subject to the discretionary authority of the
principal. More severe punishment may be
necessary. Notwithstanding the recommended
maximum dispositions, a principal, acting through
and with t he concurrence of the superintendent or
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superintendent 6s
a disciplinary tribunal or to the Board of
Education for disciplinary action arising out of the
violation of any of these rules upon such referral,
and after proper notice and hearing, appropriate
action may be taken.

The Lowndes County Board of Education allows
the use of corporal punishment. It may be used in
lieu of suspension at the discretion of the
administrator. See Board Policy JDA.

The policy represents a progressive discipline
process. Factors taken into account in
determining dispositions include, but are not
limited to:

b Student ds History

b Degree of premeditation, impulse, or self-
defense

Age

Disability

Evidence

Willingness to cooperate

Seriousness of the offense

ot ot ot ot O

Because of these factors, punishment imposed
may vary from student to student for the same
offense.

Students accused of violating this code should be
advised of the violation and given a reasonable
opportunity to present their position . Any
student in excess of 10 cumulative days of
suspension per semester for disciplinary reasons
may be recommended to the Board of Education
for expulsion.

School administrators have the authority to
suspend or recommend students for expulsion
for violation of reasonable rules or regulations.
A student, while under suspension or expulsion,
is not allowed to loiter on any Lowndes County
Board of Education property or take part in any
school activity.

The system may assign to the alternative program,
expel, or refuse admission to any student who
engages or has engaged in behavior either on or
off campus - which could result in the student
being criminally charged with a felony and which
makes the student's continued presence at school
a potential danger to persons or property at the
school or which disrupts the educational process.

designeef

magtoudéeat
alternative education program before the

expiration of the placement, the placement will
continue at the Lowndes Alternati ve Program.

Students with disabilities suspended or expelled
from regular transportation are not

automatically assigned to a special education
bus. Placement on special transportation, when
extenuating circumstances are present, will be
decided on an individual basis by the

IEP committee.

As per O.C.G.A. 202-768, Lowndes County
Schools is authorized to refuse to readmit or
enroll any student who has been suspended or
expelled for being convicted of, being adjudicated
to have committed, being indicted for, or having
information filed for the commission of any felony
or any delinquent act which would be a felony if
committed by an adult. If refused readmission or
enrollment, the student or the student's parent or
legal guardian has the right to request ahearing
pursuant to the procedures provided for in Code
Section 20-2-754.

CHRONICALLY DISRUPTIVE STUDENTS

A teacher shall have the authority, consistent
with local board policy, to manage his or her
classroom, discipline students, and refer a
student to the principal or the principal's
designee to maintain discipline in the
classroom. The principal or the principal's
designee shall respond when a student is
referred by a teacher by employing appropriate
discipline management techniques that are
consistent with local board policy.

A teacher shall have the authority to remove from
his or her class a student who repeatedly or
substantially interferes with the teacher's ability
to communicate effectively with the students in
the class or with the ability of the student's
classmates to learn, where the student's behavior
is in violation of the student code of conduct,
provided that the teacher has previously filed a
report pursuant to Code Section 20-2-737 or
determines that such behavior of the student
poses an immediate threat to the safety of the
student's classmates or the teacher. Each school
principal shall fully support the authority of every
teacher in his or her school to remove a studen
from the classroom under this code section. Each
school principal shall implement the policies and

Code of Conduct/Student Handbook 9
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procedures of the superintendent and local board
of education relating to the authority of every
teacher to remove a student from the classroom
and shall disseminate such policies and
procedures to faculty, staff, and parents or
guardians of students.

Lowndes County Schools' procedures for dealing
with chronically disruptive students are included
in the district's behavior support process, the
Student Support Team (SST). Behavior plans
may be included in the SST process. The
Superintendent is authorized to develop
procedures pursuant to OCGA 20-2-738,
enabling a teacher to remove from class a student
who repeatedly or substantially disrupts the
class.

For more information, visit the following
webpage:
http://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2010/title -
20/chapter -2/article -16/part -2/subpart -1a/20-
2-738

POSITIVE BEHAVIOR INTERVENTIONS AND
SUPPORT (PBIS)

All Lowndes County Schools, grades kindergarten
through eighth grade, have implemented the PBIS
framework. PBIS is an evidencebasedframework
that helps schools increase teaching and learning
opportunities for all students creating a safe and
supportive learning environment. The PBIS
framework is interrelated to the Code of Conduct
and existing disciplinary systems by not only
focusing on stop problematic behavior, but by also
creating an environment that teaches and
nurtures positive behavior.

Each student will:

b Demonstrate an understanding of their
school-wide behavior expectations.

b Contribute positively to the school climate.

b Have frequent opportunities to be
acknowledged for positive behavior.

b Recognize that he/she is a valued member
within the school community.

Each building has developed its own PBIS theme
and expectations that al
PBIS program.Plea contact your
to learn more about the PBIS program.

DEFINITIONS

Bus Suspension - The student is suspended
from all school buses for a specified period

of time by the local sch ool administrator.
The student is expected to attend school,

but the parents are responsible for

providing transportation to school.

Detention - Student attends a work/study

session outside of regular school hours. Student
makes arrangements for transportation.

Expulsion 1 Expelled from all public school
property and activities or events for a period of
time. This action is taken only by tribunal waiver,
tribunal or action of the Board of Education. The
student may be expelled for an accumulation of
offenses, as well as a major offense. During the
term of expulsion, the student is not allowed on
the school campus or at any school activity or
school-sponsored event for Lowndes County
Schools or any other Georgia public school.

Students might be:

1. Expelled for less than a calendar year, but
not permanently expelled.
2. Permanently expelled.

In -School Suspension - The student is
removed from regular classes for a specified
period of time. Class work assignments are sent to
the student by the teachers.

Long -Term Suspension - The student is
suspended outof-school for more than ten (10)
days. The student may be suspended for an
accumulation of offenses, as well as a major
offense. Absences are discussed in policy JBD.
During the term of suspension, the student is not
allowed on the school campus or at any school
activity or school-sponsored event for Lowndes
County Schools or any other Georgia public
isc%or(])l. WiA'[ h the districtos
chrirlddés school

Non -Prescription Drug(s) - Over-the counter
drug(s) not authorized by a registered physician
and not prescribed for the student. Student use is
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prohibited except in accordance with local school
policy.

Prescription Drug(s) - Use of drug(s)
(medication) authorized by a registered physician
and prescribed for the student. Parent should
inform the school on the useof medically
prescribed drugs. Procedures for use of
prescription medication at school are found in
Board policy.

Short -Term Suspension - The student is
suspended out of school up to ten (10) days by the
local school administrator. The student may be
suspended for an accumulation of offenses, as well

as a major offense. Absences are discussed in policy

JBD. During the term of suspension, the student is
not allowed on the school campus or at any school
activity or school-sponsored event for Lowndes
County Schools or any other Georgia public school.

BEHAVIOR DISPOSITIONS/RESOLUTIONS

02 i Detention 2 or more days1 State Reported

10 i Corporal Punishment i State Reported

20 T In-School-Suspension T State Reported

30 i Out-of-School Suspensioni State Reported

40 7 Expulsion T State Reported

50 i Suspended From Busi State Reported

611 Assigned To Alternative Program for

Disruptive Students i State Reported

70 7 Court or Juvenile System Referral T State
Reported

1517 Clean-Up Duty

152 7 Conferencei Parent

1531 Conferencei Student/Warning

154 7 Detention 1 day

15571 Detention Saturday

156 7 Isolation or Time -Out

1571 Parent Notified

158 i Parking Permit Revoked/Fine

1591 Refer to School Counselor

160 1 Refer to Social Services

1617 Restitution

162 i Parent Conference Required Before
Returning to Class

199 i Other Discipline Actions

RULES

The rules listed in this policy apply to all
Lowndes County School students. The
dispositions listed are recommendations. This
list is not all inclusive, and a student committing
an act of misconduct not covered by this policy
will be subject to the discretionary authority of
the administration. More severe punishment may

be administered.
‘ﬂl

LOWNDES

COUNTY SCHOOLS

One Mission. One Vision.

Rule 01: ALCOHOL i State reported

Violation of laws or ordinances prohibiting the
manufacture, sale, purchase, transportation,
possession, or use of intoxicating alcoholic
beverages orsubstances represented as alcohol.
This includes possession, sale, use, transmission,
manufacture, purchase, or being under the
influence of any alcoholic beverage, or possessing
related paraphernalia during a school activity,
function, or event on or off school grounds or
while under school supervision.

1. Alcohol Level 1- Unintentional
possession

2. Alcohol Level 2 - Under influence
without possession

3. Alcohol Level 3 - Sale, purchase,
transportation, possession,
consumption of alcohol

Up to 10 days susp@sion with possible
referral to law enforcement; possible referral
for alternative placement; possible referral to
Board of Education with recommendation for
expulsion from Lowndes County Schools
pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes
County Board of Education.

Rule 02: ARSON 1 State Reported

Unlawful and intentional damage or attempted
damage to any real or personal property by fire or
incendiary device. Possession of fireworks or

i ncendiary devices wil|l
of Unapproved Items.0 Us e of swuch
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1. Arson Level 2 - Arson without
property damage including trash can
fires without damage to property

2. Arson Level 3- Intentional damage as
a result of arson-related activity or the
us f an incendiary device

Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible
referral to law enforcement; possible referral for
alternative placement; possible referral to Board
of Education with recommendation for expulsion
from Lowndes County Schools pursuant to the
policies of the Lowndes County Boad of
Education. Restitution will be made.

RULE 03: BATTERY i State Reported

Actual and intentional touching or striking of
another person against his or her will or
intentionally causing bodily harm to an

individual. Includes an attack with a weapon or
one that causes serious bodily harm to the victim.
This code should be used only when the attack is
very serious, serious enough to warrant calling the
police or bringing in security, where the intent is

to do bodily harm to someone.

1. Battery Level 1- Battery with no injuries

2. Battery Level 2- Battery with mild or
moderate injuries

3. Battery Level 3- Battery with severe
injuries;three or more offenses in same
school year

Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible
referral to law enforcement possible referral for
alternative placement; possible referral to Board
of Education with recommendation for
expulsion from Lowndes County Schools
pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County
Board of Education.

Physical Violence Against an Employee
(OCGA 20-2-751.6 (a))

1. Intentionally making physical contact of
an insulting or provoking nature

2. Intentionally making physical contact
which causes physical harm to another
unless such physical contacts were in
defense of himself or herself as provided
for in OCGA 16-3-21 (b).

Mandatory disposition of ten (10) days
suspension pending tribunal hearing; referral to
law enforcement.

Rule 04: BREAKING AND
ENTERING/BURGLARY

State Reported Unlawful entry into a
building or other structure with the intent to
commit a crime. This applies to school
buildings or activities related to a school
function.

1. B&E/Burglary Level 3 - Any incident
involving breaking and
entering/burglary

Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible
referral to law enforcement possible referral for
alternative placement; possible referral to Board
of Education with recommendation for expulsion
from Lowndes County Schools pursuant to the
policies of the Lowndes County Board of
Education.

Rule 05 -L: TECHNOLOGY MISUSE

Lowndes Reported

Inappropria te use of system technology devices
without the intention of or the result of deleting,
obstructing, interrupting, altering, damaging the
computer network, program(s), accessing
inappropriate materials, or data.

1. First/Subsequent Offenses-
Consequenceswill be age appropriate.

Possible action consists of behavior
dispositions and resolution codes 151- 199.
Rule 05: COMPUTER TRESPASS

State Reported

Unauthorized use of a computer or computer
network with the intention of deleting,
obstructing, inte rrupting, altering, damaging,or
in any way causing the malfunction of the
computer, network, program(s), or data.
Computer Trespass Level 2- Computer misuse

1. Computer Trespass Level 3- Unlawful
use of computer or altering records

Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible
referral to law enforcement possible referral for
alternative placement; possible referral to Board
of Education with recommendation for
expulsion from Lowndes County Schools
pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County
Board of Education.
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Rule 06 -L: CLASSROOM/ON -CAMPUS
DISTURBANCE i Lowndes Reported
Any student action that disturbs the normal
flow of teacher/school directed activities.

1. Classroom/On-campus Disturbance
Level 07 Lowndes Reported - Minor

First/ Subsequent Offensesi Consequences
will be age appropriate. Possible action
consists of behavior dispositions and
resolutions codes 15T 199.

Rule 06: DISORDERLY CONDUCT

State Reported

Any act that substantially disrupts the orderly
conduct of a sdool function, substantially
disrupts the orderly learning environment, or
poses a threat to the health, safety, and/or
welfare of students, staff, or others. Includes
disruptive behaviors on school buses.

1. Disorderly Conduct Level 1- Creating or
contribu ting to a moderate disturbance
that substantially disrupts the normal
operation of the school environment but
doesnot
safety of others.

2. Disorderly Conduct Level 2 - Creating or
contributing to a severe disturbance that
substantially disrupts the normal
operation of the school environment but
doesndét pose a
safety of others; may represent a repeat
action.

3. Disorderly Conduct Level 3 - Creating or
contributing to a severe disturbance that
substantially disrupts the normal
operation of the school environment or
poses a threat to the health or safety of
others. Level 3 may be used for students
that violate this policy three or more times
during the same school year.

Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible
referral to law enforcement; possible referral for
alternative placement; possible referral to Board
of Education with recommendation for expulsion
from Lowndes County Schools pursuant to the
policies of the Lowndes County Board of
Education.

Rule 07: DRUGS, EXCEPT ALCOHOL AND
TOBACCO 1 State Reported

t hreat

Unlawful use, cultivation, manufacture,
distribution, sale, purchase, possession,
transportation, or importation of any controlled
drug or narcotic substance, or equipment or
devices used for preparing or using drugs or
narcotics. Includes being under the influence of
drugs or substances represented as drugs. Code
includes over-the-counter medications if abused
by the student. Includes Vapes, Juuls, Dab Pens
or other devices containing THC or any of the
above mentioned substances. Also includes
intentionally smelling or inhaling fumes from

any substance (for example: glue, solvents) for
the purpose of becoming intoxicated. Code does
not include tobacco or alcohol.

1. Drugs Level 1- Unintentional possession

2. Drugs Level 2- Any medication prescribed
to student or purchased over-the-counter
and not brought to the office upon arrival
to school

3. Drugs Level 3- Unlawful use, cultivation,
manufacture, distribution, sale, purchase,
possession, transportation, or importation

pose a threat to gzgrw gontiplied drug gr nggeptic

stance, or equipment or devices used
for preparing or using drugs or narcotics

Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible
referral to law enforcement possible referral for
alternative placement; possible referral to Board
oftEchaEio \gith rﬁceorgrpepcﬁ\tio%f?r expulsion
from Lowndes County Schools pursuant to the
policies of the Lowndes County Board of
Education.

Rule 08: FIGHTING i State Reported
Mutual participation in a fight involving
physical violence where there is no one main
offender and intent to harm. This does not
include verbal confrontations, tussles, or other
minor confrontations.

1. Fighting Level 1 - Fighting with no
injuries

2. Fighting Level 2 - Fighting with minor
or moderate injuries

3. Fighting Level 3 - Fighting with severe
injuries; three or more fights in the
same school year

Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible
referral to law enforcement possible referral for
alternative placement; possible referral to Board

Code of Conduct/Student Handbook 13



of Education with recommendation for
expulsion from Lowndes County Schools
pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County
Board of Education.

More severe measures, including restitution

for damages, immediate referral for expulsion,
and/or notification of law enforcem ent officials,
may be taken.

Rule 09: HOMICIDE i State Reported
Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter, killing of
one human being by another, killing a person
through negligence.

1. Homicide Level 3 - Any incident
involving homicide

Referral to law enforcement officials and referral
to Board of Education with recommendation for
expulsion from Lowndes County Schools
pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County
Board of Education

Rule 10: KIDNAPPING i1 State Reported
Unlawful seizure, transportation, an d/or
detention of a person against his/her will, or of a
minor without the consent of his/her custodial
parent or legal guardian.

1. Kidnapping Level 3 - Any incident
involving kidnapping

Referral to law enforcement officials and referral
to Board of Education with recommendation for
expulsion from Lowndes County Schools
pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County
Board of Education.

Rule 11L: THEFT 7T PETTY - Lowndes
Taking, carrying, leading, or riding away with
property of another person of a value of less than
$25 without threat of violence and no law
enforcement notification.

1. First/Subsequent Offenses: i
Consequences will be age appropriate.
Possible action consists of behavior
dispositions and resolutions codes 151
199.

Rule 11: THEFT/LARCENY
State Reported

The unlawful taking, carrying, leading, or riding
away of property of another person without

threat, violence, or bodily harm. This includes

pocket-picking, purse or backpack- snatching if

left unattended, theft from a building, theft

from a motor vehicle, theft from a coin-

operated machine, and all other types of

larcenies. The Larceny / Theft code should be

used only when theft is serious enough to

warrant calling the police or bringing in

security.

1. Larceny/Theft Level 1 - Unlawful t aking

of property with a value between $25
and $100

2. Larceny/Theft Level 2 - Unlawful taking
of property with a value between $100
and $250

3. Larceny/Theft Level 3 - Unlawful taking
of property with a value exceeding $250;
three or more offenses in the sane
school year

Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible
referral to law enforcement possible referral for
alternative placement; possible referral to
Board of Education with recommendation for
expulsion from Lowndes County Schools
pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County
Board of Education.

Rule 12: MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT

State Reported
Theft, or attempted theft, of a motor vehicle.
Code includes theft of car, truck, motorcycle,
dune buggy, RV, or anything that is self-
propelled.

Referral to law enforcement officials and
referral to Board of Education with
recommendation for expulsion from Lowndes
County Schools pursuant to the policies of the
Board of Education

Rule 13: ROBBERY 1 State Reported
Taking, or attempting to take, anything of value
that is owned by another person or
organization, under confrontational
circumstances by force or threat of force or
violence and/or by putting the victim in fear.

1. Robbery Level 2- Robbery without a
weapon

2. Robbery Level 3- Robbery with a weapon

Code of Conduct/Student Handbook 14



Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County
referral to law enforcement possible referral Board of Education. Other disciplinary options
for alternative placement; possible referral to may be used in extreme cases.

Board of Education with recommendation for i .
expulsion from Lowndes County Schools Rule 16: SE X OFFENSES 1 State Reported

pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Unlawful sexual behavior or contact without
Board of Education. force or threat of force where the victim is

Rule 14: SEXUAL BATTERY papable of giving consent. Coqle includes
indecent exposure and obscenity. Includes
State Reported

Unlawful sexual behavior or contact with force or viewing or dov_vnlo_adlng p_ornographlc content
L onto communication devices on schoolowned

threat of force or where the victim is incapable of or personal devices

giving consent. Age of the student should be P '

taken into account. This code wil |be used Sex Offenses Level t Inappropriate sexually -
only when the incident is severe enough to based physical contact

warrant calling in law enforcement. .

Sexual Battery Level 3- Any incident involving 1. Sex Offenses Level 2 Inappropriate
Sexual Battery sexually- based behavior
Short or long term suspension and referral to 2. Sex Offenses Level 3 Consensual sexual
law enforcement officials; possible referral for activities; three or more offenses in the
alternative placement; possible referral to Board same school year

of Education with recommendation for
expulsion from Lowndes County Schools
pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County
Board of Education.

Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible
referral to law enforcement possible referral for
alternative placement; possible referral to
Board of Education with recommendation for

Rule 15: SEXUAL HARASSMENT expulsion from Lowndes County Schools
State Reported pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County
Deliberate, repeated, and unsolicited physical Board of Education.

actions, gestures, or verbal or written comments

of a sexual nature when such conduct has the Rule 17: THREAT/INTIMIDATION

purpose or effect of inteStateReportady wi th a student 6
academic performance or creating an
intimidating, hostile, or offensive learning Any threat through written or verbal language or
environment. Includes any unwelcome sexually act which creates a fear of harm and/or conveys
oriented communication or behavior that makes a serious expression of intent to harm or violence
an individual feel afraid, offended, or without displaying a weapon and without
uncomfortable. subjecting the victim to actual physical attack.
1. Sexual Harassment Level 1- Unwelcome 1. Threat/Intimidation Level 2 -Physical,
comments not directed towards verbal or electronic threat which creates
individuals fear of harm without displaying a weapon

or subjecting victims to physic al attack
2. Sexual Harassment Level 2- Unwelcome ) g phy

comments directed towards individuals 2. Threat/Intimidation Level 3 - School
wide physical, verbal or electronic threat
which creates fear of harm without
displaying a weapon or subjecting victims
to physical attack

3. Sexual Harassment Level 3- Violation of
sexual harassment policy; three or more
offenses in the same school year

Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible
referral to law enforcement possible referral for
alternative placement; possible referral to Board
of Education with recommendation for
expulsion from Lowndes County Schools

Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible
referral to law enfor cement possible referral for
alternative placement; possible referral to Board
of Education with recommendation for
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expulsion from Lowndes County Schools
pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County
Board of Education.

More severe measures, including restitution
for damages, immediate referral for expulsion,
and/or notification of law enforcement officials,
may be taken.

Rule 18: TOBACCO i State Reported

Possession, use, distribution, or sale of tobacco,
tobacco substitutes, or tobacco like products, or
paraphernalia on school grounds, at school
sponsored events, and on transportation to or
from school. Students who are under school
supervision (club meetings, field trips, club
trips/activities, sports activities, etc.) shall not
use or possess tbacco in any form.

1. Tobacco Level 1- Unintentional
possession of tobacco products

2. Tobacco Level 2- Intentional use or
possession of tobacco products

3. Tobacco Level 3- Distribution or sale of

tobacco products; three or more offenses in

the same schoolyear

Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible

referral to law enforcement; possible referral for

1. Trespassing Level 2- Unauthorized
presence on school property

2. Trespassing Level 3- Refusing to leave
school property; three or more offenses in
the same schoolyear

Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible
referral to law enforcement possible referral for
alternative placement; possible referral to Board
of Education with recommendation for
expulsion from Lowndes County Schools
pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County
Board of Education.

LOWNDES

COUNTY SCHOOLS

One Mission. One Vision.

Rule 20: VANDALISM 1 State Reported

The willful and/or malicious destruction,
damage, or defacement of public or private
property, real or personal, without the consent
of the owner or the person having custody or
control of it.
1. Vandalism Level 2 - Minor damage or
defacement of property

alternative placement; possible referral to Board of 2. Vandalism Level 3 - Malicious destruction

Education with recommendation for expulsion

from Lowndes County Schools pursuant to the

policies d the Lowndes County Board of
Education.

Tobacco/Drug/Weapon Free Campuses

Tobacco, d rugs, and weapons
are prohibited at all Lowndes
County School sbo

Rule 19: TRESPASSING 1 State Reported

Entering or remaining on a public school
campus or School Board facility without
authorization or invitation and with no lawful
purpose for entry. This includes students under
suspension or expulsion.

or damage to property; three or more
offenses in the same school year

Up to ten (10) days suspension with posside
referral to law enforcement possible referral for
alternative placement; possible referral to Board
of Education with recommendation for
expulsion from Lowndes County Schools
pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County
Board of Education.

Appropria te restitution will be made for all
damages and costs related to repairs.

More severe measures, including immediate
referral for expulsion, and/or notification of law
enforcement officials, may be taken.

Rule 22: WEAPONS/KNIFE
State Reported
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The possession, use, or intention to use any type
of knife, including a pocket or penknife, to inflict
harm on another person, or to intimidate any
person.
1. Weapons/knife Level 1 - Unintentional
possession of a knife or knife-like item
with no intent to harm or in timidate

2. Weapons/knife Level 2 - Intentional
possession of a knife or knife-like item
with no intent to harm or intimidate

3. Weapons/knife Level 3 - Intentional
possession or use of a knife or knifelike
item with intent to harm or intimidate

Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible
referral to law enforcement possible referral
for alternative placement; possible referral to
Board of Education with recommendation for
expulsion from Lowndes County Schools
pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County
Board of Education.

Rule 23: WEAPONS/OTHER
State Reported

The possession, use, or intention to use any
instrument or object that is used or intended to be
used in a manner that may inflict bodily harm
(does not include knives or firearms).

Includes but is not limited to razor blades,
straight-edge razors, brass knuckles, blackjacks,
bats, clubs, nunchucks, throwing stars, stun guns,
tasers, etc.

1. Weapons/Other Level 2 - Unintentional
possession of a weapon, other than a knife
or firearm, or simile of a weapon that could
produce bodily harm or fear of harm

2. Weapons/Other Level 3 - Intentional
possession and use of any weapon, other
than a knife or firearm, in a manner that
could produce bodily harm or fear of harm

Up to ten (10) days suspension with possible
referral to law enforcement possible referral for
alternative placement; possible referral to Board
of Education with recommendation for expulsion
from Lowndes County Schools pursuant to the
policies of the Lowndes County Board of
Education.

Rul e 25: WEAPONS/HANDGUNS

State Reported

Possession of a firearm that has a short stock and
Is designed to be held and fired by the use of a
single hand; and any combination of parts from
which a firearm described above can be
assembled. This definition does not apply to
items such as toy guns, cap guns, bb guns, and
pellet guns.

1. Weapons/Handgun Level 3 -
Intentional or unintentional possession
of a handgun.

All Offenses - Any student who is
determined to have brought a firearm to
school shall be referred to law enforcement
and recommended to tribunal for expulsion
from school for not less than one year, subject
to modification on a case-by-case basis by the
Board of Education. If the student is allowed
to return after expulsion, his/her placement
will b e at the alternative program.

SEE|SAY

Something | Something

Rule 26: WEAPONS/RIFLES/SHOTGUN
State Reported

The term "rifle" means a weapon designed or
redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be
fired from the shoulder and designed or
redesigned and made or remade to use the
energy of an explosive to fire only a single
projectile through a rifled bore for each single
pull of the trigger. The term "shotgun" means a
weapon designed or redesigned, made or
remade, and intended to be fired from the
shoulder and designed or redesgned and made
or remade to use the energy of an explosive to
fire through a smooth bore either a number of
ball shot or a single projectile for each single pull
of the trigger.

1. Weapons/Rifle/Shotgun Level 3 -
Intentional or unintentional possession of
arifle/shotgun
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All Offenses - Any student who is determined
to have brought a firearm to school shall be
referred to law enforcement and recommended
to tribunal for expulsion from school for not less
than one year, subject to modification on a case
by-case basis by the Board of Education. If the
student is allowed to return after expulsion,
his/her placement will be at the alternative
program.

Rule 27: SERIOUS BODILY INJURY
State Reported

Bodily injury which involves a substantial risk of
death, protracted and obvious disfigurement; or
protracted loss or impairment of the function of

a bodily member, organ, or mental faculty.

Any behavior that dismembers, disfigures,
causes permanent loss of a limb or function of an
organ and causes substantial risk ofdeath.

Serious Bodily Injury Level 3 - Any incident
involving infliction of "bodily harm" that
dismembers, disfigures, causes permanent loss
of a limb or function of an organ and causes
substantial risk of death.

Referral to law enforcement officials and
referral to Board of Education with
recommendation for expulsion from Lowndes
County Schools pursuant to the policies of the
Lowndes County Board of Education.

Rule 28: WEAPONS/OTHER FIREARMS
State Reported

Firearms other than handguns, rifles, or
shotguns as defined above. Includes any weapon
which will or is designed to or may readily be
converted to expel a projectile by the action of
any explosive; the frame or receiver of any
weapon described above; any firearm muffler or
firearm silencer; any destructive device, which
includes any explosive, incendiary, or poison gas
(i.e. bomb, grenade, rocket having a propellant
charge more than 4 ounces, missile having an
explosive or incendiary charge of more than %
ounce, mine, or similar device); any weapon
which will, or which may be readily converted to,
expel a projectile by the action of an explosive or
other propellant, and which has any barrel with a
bore of more than % inch in diameter; any
combination or parts either designed or intended

for use in converting any device into any
destructive device described above, and from
which a destructive device may be readily
assembled. (NOTE: This does not include toy
guns, cap guns, bb guns, pellet guns, or Clas<

common fireworks).

1. Weapons/Other Firearms Level 3 -

Any incident involving other firearms

Referral to law enforcement officials and referral
to Board of Education with recommendation for

expulsion from Lowndes County Schools

pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County

Board of Education.

Rule 29: BULLYING i State Reported
Pattern of behavior, which may include
written, verbal, physical acts, or through a

computer, computer system, computer

network, or other electronic technology
occurring on school property, on school
vehicles, at designated school bus stops, or at
school related functions that is so severe,
persistent, or pervasive so as to have the effect

of substantially
education, threatening the educational

nterfe

environment, or causing substantial physical

harm or visibly bodily harm.

Includes but is not limited to a pattern of

unwanted teasing, threats, name-callin
intimidation, harassment, humiliation,

hazing, physical attacks, extortion, social

g,

exclusion, coercion, spreading of rumors or
falsehoods, gossip,stalking, or using any type
of electronic means to harass or intimidate.

1. Bullying Level 1 - First incident of

bullying

2. Bullying Level 2 - Second incident of

bullying

3. Bullying Level 3 - Repeated acts

occurring on school property or school
equipment that is a willful attempt or
threat to inflict injury, or apparent means
to do so, any display of force that puts
victim at fear of harm, any written, verbal
or physical act that threatens, harasses,
or intimidates; causes another person
physical harm; interfe res with a student's
education; so severe and pervasive
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intimidated or threatens educational
environment.

For Grades Prek:5:

Punishment at the discretion of the
administrator. The
maturity or development should be considered
in relation to the offense.

For Grades 6-12:

1. 1st Offensei parent conference, referral to
school counselor and three (3) days
suspension or other appropriate
punishment at the discretion of the
administrator

2. 2nd Offense’ five (5) days suspension

3. 3rd Offensei assignment to alternative
program

More severe punishment may be necessary in
some cases.

Rule 30 -L: ATTENDANCE i
Lowndes Reported

Attendance issues of a minor nature including
unexcused tardiness to school or class, being in
areas designated in he student handbook

and/or by school officials as being off limits,
failure to be in an assigned place of instruction at
the assigned time without a valid excuse, and/or
urging others to violate this rule.

Attendance Related Level Oi Lowndes Reported

First/Subsequent Offenses:i Consequences will
be age appropriate. Possible action consists of
behavior dispositions and resolutions codes 151
199.

Rule 30: ATTENDANCE RELATED
State Reported

Repeated or excessive unexcused absences or
tardies; includ ing failure to report to class,
skipping class, leaving school without
authorization, out of assigned area, or failure to
comply with disciplinary sanctions.

1. Attendance Related Level 1- Any
incident involving attendance

Offense Level 1i Action must be State
Reported Disposition i Includes Detention

student 6s

2 Days, Corporal Punishment, ISS, OSS,
Expulsion, Bus Suspension, Referral to Alt
School, or Referral to Court.

Rule 31 -L: DRESS CODE VIOLATIONS

Lowndes Reported
agel/ |l evel of

Minor violations of the Student Dress Code as
outlined in the student handbook.

1. Dress Code Violation Level Oi Lowndes
Reported - Minor

First/Subsequent Offenses:i Consequences will
be age appropriate. Possible action consists of

behavior dispositions and resolutions codes 151

199.

Rul e 31: DRESS CODE VIOLATIONS
State Reported

Violation of school dress code that includes
standards for appropriate school attire.

1. Dress Code Violation Level 1- Non-
offensive or non-suggestive clothing,
jewelry, book bags or other articles of
personal appearance.

2. Dress Code Violation Level 2- Offensive
or suggestive clothing, jewelry, book
bags or other articles of personal
appearance.

3. Dress Code Violation Level 3- Offensive
or suggestive clothing, jewelry, book
bags or other articles of personal
appearance. Level 3 may be used for
students that violate the school dress
code policy three or more times during
the same school year.

All Offenses1 Action must be State Reported
Disposition T Includes Detention 2 Days,
Corporal Punishment, ISS, OSS, Expulson,
Bus Suspension, Referral to Alternative
Program, or Referral to Court

Rule 32 -L: ACADEMIC DISHONESTY -
CHEATING 1 Lowndes Reported

Obtaining or providing unauthorized
assistance on school assignments that affords
one an unfair advantage of a minor nature.
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Academic Dishonesty Level 0T Lowndes
Reported

First Offense: - Redo the assignment; further
action at administrator discretion

1. Subsequent Offensesi Consequences
will be age appropriate. Possible action
consists of behavior dispositions and
resolutions codes 15T 199.

Rule 32: ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
State Reported

Receiving or providing unauthorized
assistance on classroom projects,
assignments or exams.

1. Academic Dishonesty Level 1- Intentional
receiving or providing of unauthorized
asdgstance on classroom projects,
assessments, and assignments

2. Academic Dishonesty Level 2- Intentional
plagiarism or cheating on classroom
assignments or projects

3. Academic Dishonesty Level 3- Intentional
plagiarism or cheating on major exams or
statewide assessments or project or the
falsification of school records - includes

forgery. Level 3 may be used for students

that violate the school policy on academic
dishonesty three or more times during the
same school year.

First/Subsequent Offenses: - Up to ten (10)
days suspension, redo assignment with
maximum lower grade, alternative assignment,
and possible grade of O.

Rule 33 -L: STUDENT INCIVILITY
Lowndes Reported

Failure to comply with reasonable directions of a
Lowndes County Schools employee wien on the
school grounds or during a school activity off
school grounds. This can include cursing, talking
back, "sassing," intentionally arguing in a
demanding or disruptive manner, or otherwise
showing disrespect for any persons present at
school or school related functions. Violations
include harassing, intimidating with words or
actions, and verbally abusing others. This
includes verbal non-violent confrontation, willful
disobedience, and disrespectful behavior.

Student Incivility Level 0 i Lowndes Reported

1. First/Subsequent Offenses: i
Consequences will be age appropriate.
Possible action consists of behavior
dispositions and resolutions codes 1511
199.

Rule 33: STUDENT INCIVILITY
State Reported

Insubordination or disrespect to staff member s
or other students; includes but is not limited to
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refusal to follow school staff member
instructions, use of vulgar or inappropriate
language, and misrepresentation of the truth.

1. Student Incivility Level 1 - General
disrespect or failure to follow instructions

2. Student Incivility Level 2 - Blatant
insubordination; profanity directed
toward school staff or peers; intentional
misrepresentation of the truth

3. Student Incivility Level 3 - Blatant and
repeated insubordination or intentional
misrepresentation of the truth; three or
more offenses in the same school year

All Offenses Level 131 Action must be State
Reported Disposition T Includes Detention two
(2) Days, Corporal Punishment, ISS, OSS,
Expulsion, Bus Suspension, Referral to
Alternative School, and Referral to Court.

Rule 34 -L: 1 DISTRACTING
PARAPHERNALIA - Lowndes Reported

Distracting paraphernalia not specifically
required by a teacher for educational uses.
These will be confiscated and may not be
returned.

First/Subsequent Offenses: Consequences will be
age appropriate. Possible action consists of
behavior dispositions and resolutions codes 1511
199.

Rule 34: POSSESSION OF
UNAPPROVED ITEMS T State Reported

The use or possession of any unauthorized
item disruptive to the school environment.

1. Possession of Unapproved Items Level 1
- Possession of unauthorized items.
Includes but is not limited to possession
of toy, mobile devices, gadgets, personal
items, gum, candy, etc; includes
possession of pepper spray. Does not
include th e possession of fireworks,
matches, toy weapons, or other items
that can be construed as dangerous

2. Possession of Unapproved Items Level 2
- Use of unauthorized items (i.e. toys,
mobile devices, or gadget). Does not
include the possession of fireworks,
matches, toy weapons, or other items
that can be construed as dangerous.
Includes but is not limited to use of toys,
mobile devices, gadgets, personal items,
etc; includes the use of pepper spray
without injury
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